Shays’s Rebellion
Resentment grew especially strong in M
chusetts. Farmers viewed the new govern
as just another form of tyranny. They wante
government to issue paper money and
new policies to relieve debtors. In a letter t
officials, some farmers proclaimed:
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®@®@Surely your honours are not strangers to the
distresses [problems] of the people but . . .
know that many of our good inhabitants are
now confined in [jail] for debt and taxes.®®

In 1786 angry farmers lashed out. Led by Danie]
Shays, a former Continental Army captain, they
forced courts in western Massachusetts to close
so judges could not confiscate farmers’ lands,
In January 1787 Shays led more than 1,000
farmers toward the federal arsenal in Spring-
field, Massachusetts, for arms and ammuni-
tion. The state militia ordered the advancing
farmers to halt, then fired over their heads. The
farmers did not stop, and the militia fired
again, killing four rebels. Shays and his follow-
ers scattered, and the uprising was over.
Shays’s Rebellion frightened many Ameri-
cans. They worried that the government could
not control unrest and prevent violence. On
hearing of the rebellion, George Washington
wondered whether “mankind, when left t0
themselves, are unfit for their own govern
ment.” Thomas Jefferson, minister to France at
the time, had a different view. “A little rebe},llon/
now and then,” he wrote, “is a good thing.
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